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Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 and the procedure 
set forth in 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, the Applicant submits for the Examiner's 
consideration the attached PTO Form PTO/SB/08A. A copy of each of the listed 
references also is enclosed. 

The undersigned hereby certifies that the cited documents were brought to the 
Applicant's attention in a Search Report for an International application pending under 
the Patent Cooperation Treaty which asserts priority to U.S. Serial No. 10/022,996 ("'996 



Serial No. 10/022,996 
Client ID/Matter No. ACS-57812 (2625X) 



application"), which Search Report was communicated on March 26, 2003, not more than 
three months ago. 

The references cited on the Form PTO/SB/08 A may not constitute prior art to the 
subject matter of the invention claimed in the pending application. The documents 
therefore are disclosed here in an abundance of caution, in light of 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. 

The Applicant respectfully petitions the Examiner to consider this Information 
Disclosure Statement. As the Applicant has not received a first Office action for the '996 
application, this Information Disclosure Statement is submitted pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 
1 .97(b)(3) and it is believed that no fee is due. However, in the event that this paper 
should cross in the mail with a first Office acfion, the Applicant hereby petitions the 
Office to consider the Information Disclosure Statement pursuant to 1.97(c). 
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•EXAMINER: Initial If reference considered, whether or not citation Is in confomfiance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not In confonnance and not 
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^ Applicant's unique citation designation number {optional). ^ See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.oov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter 
Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). For Japanese patent documents, the Indication of the year of the reign of the 
Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. KinS of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO 
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